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World’s Fair of 1893 called the
Manhattan, referring to both its
height and a fortresslike sense
of girth that matched such con-
temporaries as the Rookery and
Auditorium Buildings.
Designed by skyscraper pio-
neer William Le Baron Jenney,
the bearded bon vivant who
campaigned with Generals
Grant and Sherman during the
Civil War, the Manhattan
reigned briefly as the city's
(and, perhaps, the world’s) tal-
lest building. Its long list of in-
novations includes being one of
the first skyscrapers to use skel-
etal construction throughout.
But yesterday’s urban moun-
tains are today’s foothills. The
skyline’s ever-evolving charac-
ter suggests a link to Einstein:
When it comes to skyscraper
height, everything’s relative.
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